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Later, this partnership was enriched by the friendship with the Tée élf t0"]

Martin Luther Kantorei (a gospel choir founded by Dean
Mminele in the region) and with the Mathebela Church.

1906

Another result of the partnership is the connection to the MCM

Trust. After the death of Dean Mminele, this trust was established

by his immediate family and the Martin Luther Kantorei. The work

of the MCM Trust aims to continue the important initiatives that 1956
Dean Mminele started. Its goals include alleviating poverty,

promoting self-reliance, and fostering a culture of reading and

understanding.

1961

The goals of the partrership are:
® Encounter and exchange
® Truth and reconciliation
® Mutual support
® Commitment to justice and peace
® integrity of creation

Dean Mokebe Cleopas Mminele

Chief Michael Dinkwanyane purchases the "Boomplaats"
land. Size: 25 km?, Hundreds of families pooled all their
savings for the purchase.

The chief's daughter and several families "voluntarily" move
to Phiring to preempt the threatened forced relocation by
the racist apartheid regime.

The remaining (most) families are forcibly relocated.

All houses are destroyed. The families are scattered into
widely separated areas: Soweto, Jane Furse, Mishishing,
and others.




1985

1988

1991

1994

The connection between Sekhukhune and Hildesheim
begins. The Hildesheim, Sarstedt and Alfeld church districts
fund a fieldworker.

The first fieldworker, Tom Gumbo, visits the Hildesheim
region.

A delegation from the Hildesheim region visits Sekhukhune.

Negotiations begin with the new government regarding land
restitution.

‘South Africa’s
 Exile Children

Fieldworker Tom Gumbo

BN O
A delegation from th
region visits Sekhukhune




1994

1996

1997

2000

Queen Mokhabela, Fieldworker Silas Monyepaom Salome Ratau

A delegation from Sekhukhune, including the fieldworker
Silas Monyepao, visits the Hildesheim region.

The Martin Luther Kantorei visits the Hildesheim region.
A delegation from the Hildesheim region visits Sekhukhune.

The Martin Luther Kantorei visits the Hildesheim region and
performs at the Expo 2000.
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2001 On February 3, 2001, the Boomplaats farm was officially

returned to the Dinkwanyane CPA (Communal Property
TAND CLAIMS

Association) by the Minister of Land Affairs and Agriculture,
- CUOMMISSION
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Thoko Didiza.
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WICHAEL KEOKDNG A visit to the ancestral graves
SEKWATI is finally possible again.
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Thoko Salome Marime from Jane Furse with the
deed of ownership for the Boomplaats Farm.




2001 A delegation from Sekhukhune, including Fieldworker
Sejanamane Mashilo, visits the Hildesheim region.

A delegation from Sekhukhune
visits a vocational school in
Hildesheim.

After expropriation and restitution, the
Boomplaats farm was not cultivated for
a long time

Fieldworker Sejanamane Mashilo
with his family



2003 A delegation from the Hildesheim region visits Sekhukhune.
The jointly built Pelepele kindergarten in Ga Moloi is inaugurated.



September 2005 - Marz 2006

2006 Three high school
graduates from
Hildesheim visited the
Dinkwanyane

community and, with
the help of eyewitnesses,

created a documentary
and a film about their
forced displacement.




2007 The Martin Luther Kantorei visits the Hildesheim area for
concerts and meetings

2010 Members of the Aktion Bundesschluss, Gospelvoices

Hildesheim, and other regional gospel choirs formed the project
choir "Join hands" for a trip to meet the Martin Luther Kantorei
in South Africa.




2010 Dean Mminele visits Hildesheim with Duncan Martlhako, a
representative of the Mathebela Church.

2011 The Martin Luther Kantorei visits the "Join hands" project
choir in the Hildesheim area for concerts and meetings.
They also participate in and perform at the Kirchentag in
Dresden.

Dean Mminele and the Aktion Bundesschluss group ’;-f"-\.:-. -

Pastor Harms, Dean Mminele and Duncan Marthako



Dean Mminele and Katja Ruppel

2011 The "Join hands" project
choir traveled to South
Africa for an exchange with
the Martin Luther Kantorei

S ¥

Members of Join hands

Join hands visits the
Boomplaats Farm.




2013 The partnership is mourning the loss of its "father,"
Dean Mokebe Cleopas Mminele.
A delegation from the Aktion Bundesschluss and Representatives

of the Dinkwanyane community attended his memorial service to
pay their last respects.
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When | Came To The End Of The Read
And He Sun Has Set For Me
| Want Na Ritas in A Gloom Filled Room

Pastor Harms (Aktion Bundesschluss), Oupa Malaka (Dinkwanyane community)
and Sejanamane Mashilo (former fieldworker) attend the memorial service.

Whry Cry For A Soul Set Free?
Iiiss e A Little , But Not For Long,
And Not With Head Bowed Low,
Aemember The Love That
We Have Shared

Miss Me, But Let Me Go,
Ths Is A Journey We Must Take
And Each Must Go Alohe
It Is A Step On The Road Home
Miss Me, But Let Me Go.

B0) 2hin it v e o

Memorial service in Honour of the late Dean Mminele
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A final farewell from
Aktion Bundesschluss.




2013 A delegation from Join hands and Aktion Bundesschluss visited
for the Martin Luther Kantorei's 30th anniversary. They took part in
the jubilee celebrations and visited the Boomplaats Farm and the
Pelepele kindergarten.
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The delegation from Aktion
Bundesschluss and Join hands
visits the Boomplaats farm.




Starting in 2013 Land was surveyed and divided into plots,
construction began on the first shaks and
houses, and livestock farming was initiated.

The lot plan.

2014 A delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss
visited for the inauguration of the new
Mathebela Church building.

Livestock farming and
agriculture have begun.

The Mathebela Church was inaugurated just a few
months ago.

The delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss brings an
inaugural gift.



2016 A delegation from the Boomplaats Farm visited Hildesheim. They
articipated in a joint partnership conference of the Evangelical
Lutheran Mission in Hermansburg and Wittenberg.

The Gospelvoices
Hildesheim sing South
African songs together

with the partners.

Pastor Harms, Oupa Malka. Katja Ruppel, Sejanamane Mashilo and Elias Makua



A warm welcome for the South African guests.

2017 The Martin Luther Kantorei participated in the Kirchentag in Berlin and
then visited Hildesheim for joint concerts and activities with the
Gospelvoices Hildesheim.

2017 As a representative of Aktion Bundesschluss, Katja Ruppel visits the
Boomplaats Farm.

2017 The Mokebe Cleopas Mminele Trust (MCM Trust) is founded.

Members of the Dinkwanyane "
community committee 25

welcome Katja Ruppel from &
Aktion Bundesschluss.

The two choirs are
enjoying their time
together and singing
together.




2018 A delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss visits South Africa,
including the Boomplaats Farm, the Mathebela Church,
and the Martin Luther Kantorei.

On the Boomplaats Farm: "Proper" houses are being built on
individual plots. There is still no water or electricity supply.

The members of Aktion
Bundesschluss are guests of the
family of former fieldworker
Sejanamane Mashilo.

The joy of reunion between members of
Aktion Bundesschluss and the
Dinkwanyane community

and the Martin Luther Kantorei

The first houses are built.
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‘kgadi’

Y2k, the new millennium brought about new life,
The baby was born and is named Mathibela.

She was the brain child of the late Mokebe.

The baby was well looked after and nourished.

Marriage was established between Mathibela
And Aktion Bundesschluss in Germany .

The mutual relationship yielded sweet fruits.
Rev.Harms and Rev.Mminele co-initiators,

Cross pollination of ideas tock place.
Reinforcing and cementing the relationship.
Both sides singing from the same hymn book.
For both are ardent lovers of music.

Palm Sunday service in the Mathebela Church.

Katja dutifully played the role of ‘Kgadi’

Kgadi Is the go-between in marriage negotiations,
Kgadi is like a priest who co-ordinates,

And the success of the marriage rests on her

In African culture Rakgadi Is responsible for libation.
The ritual cannot be performed if Rakgadi is not there.
She is the most senior and important role player.

She is responsible for blessing the marriage,

Katja Ruppel receives the Praise name "Rakgadi."

‘Nololesse Oblige.” Seniority is Responsibility.
Rakgadi mediates between family and the gods.
Katja too is effectively playing the role

Of being the mediator between the two families.

‘Rakgadi ga a na bosehlana.’
Rakgadi always enjoys respect from everyone.
Rich or poor, Rakgadi’s value is unconditional.

The Aktion Bundesschluss group delivers a gift to the So you are to us Katja;you are our Rakgadi,

Mathebela church community.

Our common song Is none but ululations!
Harmoniously screaming in the same tone.
Like singing a common song in a cholr,
IHuuu!Pula!PulalLet this marriage last forever.

Glossary ;L
Kgadi/Rakgadi=Father’s sister
Noblesse Oblige= Latin Expression
* Rakgadi ga a na bosehlana.” Sepedi
* PulasRain implying God's blessings.

By: L.D Matlhako /
19/02/2018@2h4 '
Lebowakgomo PN



2019 A delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss visits South Africa, including

the Boomplaats Farm, the Mathebela Church, and the Martin Luther
Kantorei.

More and more houses are being built, and agricultural projects are
being planned and implemented. The issue of water and energy

supply is still unresolved.

Representatives of the Dinkwanyane community show the farm.



m;f.-...-!!il

Pig farming

More houses have been built.
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2020 COVID-19 makes conditions difficult.
MLK: Choir rehearsals and concerts cannot take place.
Mathebela Church: Church services cannot take place.
Boomplaats Farm: The difficult conditions cause some projects to stall.
2022 A delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss visits South Africa,
including the Boomplaats Farm, the Mathebela Church, the MCM
Trust and the Martin Luther Kantorei.
On the Boomplaats Farm: In addition to agricultural projects, small
businesses have also been established, for example, a brick factory.
The bricks are used to build their own houses and are also sold outside ,
the cooperative, After the church service in the Mathebela Church.
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2024 A delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss visited South Africa, Ogether with p members in Kruger p
including the Boomplaats Farm, the Mathebela Church, and the =
Martin Luther Kantorei.

The agricultural projects on the Fram are taking shape, with
various crops like corn and beans being grown. Livestock farming,
including cattle and pigs, is increasing. For instance, a pig house
for 500 pigs was built on the pig farm.

Even more houses have been built. Some have electricity from the
power provider, while others use solar power. The water supply is
still managed via tanks.

A visit to Dean
Mminele's widow,

The viewing of the
new building of the pig farm

: S
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A warm reunion with the Mathebela church community



2025 Representatives from the MCM Trust visit Aktion Bundesschluss for
the Kirchentag in Hanover. They jointly participate in a partnership
workshop organized by the Evangelical Lutheran Mission,
Hermansburg.

The partnership between the Aktion Bundesschluss group of the
Hildesheim-Sarstedt church district and the Dinkwanyane community/
Sekhukhune celebrates its 40th anniversary.

Katja Ruppel and her husband Jirgen are happy s o
about the visit from Hloki and Moseamo Sebola. B2 :

o B\ i Bl
eopasW‘\“e Results from the partnership workshop.

Joy of reunion with Pastor Harms and his wife, Luise.



"A partner is someone who walks a part of the way with you.
A true partner is someone who walks the whole way with you."

This quote perfectly expresses what we have experienced together
over the last 40 years. We have hoped and prayed together, we have
witnessed progress, and we have shared so much with one another.
We look back on a time full of challenges and successes.

It is a great joy to see how our partnership has grown. The progress
on the Boomplaats Farm, the newly built houses, and the hope you
are creating with your projects are all proof of our bond.

We know that our journey is far from over. But we are grateful for
every step we have taken together so far. We look forward to
continuing the rest of the way together.

With heartfelt greetings,
Aakgadi (Katja Auppel)

Chairperson Aktion Bundesschluss



2025 Visit by a delegation from Aktion Bundesschluss to
South Africa, visit to Boomplaats Farm, Mathebela
Church and Martin Luther Kantorei.

Progress continues at Boomplaats Farm.

Mathibela Church celebrates the 11th anniversary of
the inauguration of its sturdy church building.

The Aktion Bundesschluss delegation hands over 300

\ pairs of used glasses to the MCM Trust. The glasses

The anniversary cake celebrating 40 years of partnership enable students at the UniverSity of Limpopo to carry

out eye tests in poorer areas and provide immediate

practical help.

The Dinkwanyane Community
shows the progress made
at Boomplaats Farm |

Katja Ruppel from Aktion Bundesschluss
hands over the glasses to Moseamo Sebola

A visit to Winnie Mminele
from the MCM Trust

shortly before her 90th birthday
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